[ CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES, CENTRAL INDIA, AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to 15th June, 1885. - 


POLITICAL. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 14th June, referring Circulation, 
Resignation of Mr. Glad.  ¢0 the resignation of Mr. Gladstone’s erie. 
one's, Manley. Ministry, remarks that this country 
has no desire to identify itself with any political party in Eng- 
land. The accession of the Conservatives to power does not 
necessarily mean ruinto India. Natives have obtained many 
rights and privileges from them. The Royal Proclamation 
of 1858 was issued in the time of a Conservative Government. 
It was a Conservative Government that passed Act III. But 
the difficulty is that at present the Conservatives have no 
competent leader. Evidently Lord Salisbury will be the new 
Premier and Lord Lytton his righthand. It goes without say- 
ing that India can expect nothing from them. As regards 
Lord Randolph Churchill, it is evident from his recent speech i in 
Parliament that he cares for this country only for party pur- 
poses, and that he would not hesitate to plunge it into war. 
The change of Ministry at such a juncture cannot but, be 
viewed with deep concern and sorrow. Mr. Gladstone was able 
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to avoid hostilities with Russia, but the accession of Conser- 
vatives to power may yet lead to war. Her Majesty would 
lay her Indian subjects under a deep debt of gratitude if she 
induced Mr. Gladstone to remain in office until the Central 
Asian question was finally settled. The fall of the Liberal 
Government has been brought about simply by a proposal to 
increase the tax on beer! Here Government can levy a 


dozen new taxes in utter disregard of the remonstrances of 
the people. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbar ‘Etawah), of the 12th June, says 
that Mr. Chamberlain, in a speech at 
Non-evacuation of 


Kayot by British troope. Birmingham, declated that French 
be obstruction to British policy in Egypt 


-had delayed the evacuation of that country by British 


forces, and would perhaps at last render evacuation impos- 
sible! The troops, who had left Suakim for England, were 
stopped on their way. and landed at Alexandria. The policy 
of the present Ministry has been characterized throughout | 
by vacillation and indecision, It never adheres to one 
course. It has been exposed to a hundred and one diffical- 
ties owing to its unnecessary interference with the affairs of 
Egypt, but evan now it does not refrain from interfering. 
If France has obstructed British policy,.she should have 
been taken to task for this, Onthe contrary, the Brr- 
tish Government has apologized to her in a most humiliating 
manner; but Egypt will continue to be burdened with the 
cost of the maintenance of British troops!. Thus it is meant 


to punish Egypt for the fault of France. ‘The weaker party 
always goes to the wall. | 


The Ajtdb-i-Panjdb ( Lahore), of the sth June, says that 
Proposed gift of a valu. the late Indian visit of Abdul Rabméa 
able clock to the Amir. cost the Government of Indis no Ness 
than forty lakhs of rupees. The Indian public at ane 
condemned the expenditure asa waste of pul eo ern! 
inasmuch as no faith can be placed in Afghan fi 3 
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and it was generally believed that Government would think 
twice before incurring any further expenditure on account of 
the Afghans in future. But the generosity. of Government 
towards them still remains unabated. It has resolved to 
purchase the costly clock which Messrs. Hamilton and Co., 
the well-known jewellers of Calcutta, made for the late Cal- 
cutta Exhibition, and tosend it as a present to the Amir! It 
will be no wonder if Government is induced to raise his subsidy 
from one lakh to four lakhs of rupees a month in future. 


Najmu-l-Hind (Moradabad), of the 31st May, received 
on the 10th June, argues that, as the 
Russian outposts have now advanced 
within 150 miles of Herat, the fortress should be strongly 
armed and garrisoned by British and Afghan troops, in order 
to prevent it from being surprised and seized by the Russian 
army. The eighteen guus lately given to the Amir are 


by no means sufficient for the defence of such a large 
fortress. | as 


Herat. 


The Shahna-i-Hind (Meerut), of the 10th June, states 
Se that. the Nawab of Bahawalpur at- 
Amir of Kabal Bey a tended the late Rawalpindi darbar 
mansh of Bekawalpar with avery high snd diamond-stadded 
turban on as usual. The Amir was much struck by the 
splendour of his dress and desired to see him. When the Naw&b 
was taken to the Amir’s tent by an English officer, the Amir 
inquired about the Nawé&b’s health and State, but the Nawab 
was quite nonplussed and gave no reply. The Amir was 
annoyed and loudly said that the Naw&b should be released 
and allowed to play with children and women! On his coming 
out of the Amfr’s tent the Nawa&b congratulated himself on 
his escape! It is to be regretted that native princes.are un- 
able to acquit themselves well on such occasions, owing to 
their neglect of education. Abdul Rahmaa must have 


Judged of all other native chiefs by the Nawhb, © = 
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Circulation, The Najmu-l- Akhbar (Etéwah’, of the 12th June refer- 
275 copies. ‘ 
Titles bestowed by Go- Ting tothe Birth-day honours, publish- 
verument. ed ina late issue of the Gazette of 
India, remarks that it would be a good thing if a mention 
were always made ineach case of the service for which the titleis 
bestowed. This would enable the public tv know what kinds 
of services are held by Government as worthy of recognition 
by titles. Another reform is also needed. The same titles are 
bestowed on different classes of persons. Government should 
make its titles significant, like those bestowed by the late 
Muhammadan Kings, in order that a title may at once show 
what kind of service was rendered by the title-holder. 


Circulation, The Najmuel-Hind (Moradabad), of the 3lst May, resins 

oo Teheildére in the North. Om the 10th Jane, regrets to say that 
Western: Gesciies “and the orders of the Local Government 
— and the Board of Revenue regarding 
the appointment of person of good family as tahsildars are more 
honoured in the breach than in the vbservance. Tahsildarships 
are often bestowed on the relatives of cooks, butlers, and jockeys 
in the service of European officers, who have received only 
an elementary vernacular education. It is almost needless 
to say that a sudden elevation to posts of honour turns the 
heads of these persons of low birth. They lord it over, 
the people, abuse their powers, and make themselves snd 
British rule unpopular. There are many. tahsildérs of this 
class in the Rohilkhand Division. There is one in Moradabad 
itself. But the Najm will not. mention his name for feat 
the editor might be prosecuted for defamation. He oppresses. 
the people and extorts bribes from well-to-do persons. HV, 
Local Government would do well to inquire what class of te. 
community each tahsildér belongs to. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of: the 12th June, says tk 
Famine in Birbhoom and while Lord Dafferin is busy sottling ‘ v 
' Burdwan. frontier difficulty with a view © savi mr 
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the country from the terrors of a sanguinary war, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Bengal is allowing thousands of people to 
die of hunger in that province. There is at present a great 
scarcity of food-grains in Birbhoom and Burdw4n, and the 
average daily death-rate from starvation has risen to 24. 
Sir Rivers Thompson has sturted some relief works, but the 
labourers at the works are allowed wages at the rate of half an 
anna per day! The fixing of such a low rate of wages in fa- 
mine-stricken districts cannot but be viewed with strong feel- 
ings of sorrow and indignation. In answer to the complaints 
of the newspapers and the political associations of Bengal, Sir 
Rivers Thompson has declared that his able secretaries are 
of opinion that the wages allowed are sufficient and that the 
arrangements made for the relief of the famine-stricken people 
are satisfactory! How cruel must be the men who think that 
one can keep his body and soul together on 6 pies a day. A 
tax is avowedly levied for the prevention and relief of 
famine, and Government has repeatedly declared that the 
proceeds of the tax will be devoted tv the purpose for which 


they are intended ; but still adequate relief is not rendered 
to the people in time of distress. 


The Qaisart (Jullundur), of the 18th June, ‘referring to 


Acquittal of the European the case of the European tea-planter 


tea-planter who was charged who lately killed a Muhammadan boy ’ 
with killing a Muhamma- 


dan boy. who made obeisance to’ him sitting on 

his horse, regrets to say that the case 
has proved no exception to therule. The accused was tried 
by a jury consisting of three Europeans and two natives. The 
latter found him guilty, but they were over-ruled by the former, 
who declared him to be innocent, and he was acquitted in 
consequence. Theoretically the law recognises no distino- 
tion of creed or colour, but justice is dispensed -in mixed 
cases, as if there were one law for Kuropeans and another for 


natives. This state of things is hi ighly prejudicial to British 
rule in this country and shouldbe speedily put a stop Asia 
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The Mufid-i- Am (Agra), of the 10th June, complains that 

‘is Seige the lieense-tax is being assessed in a 
ceuse-tax and the reduction very objectionable way this year. A 
ct sine ecu ministerial officer, accompanied by 
four or five chaprasis, enters shops and makes inquiries. 
This system has created a panic among the people. Many 
traders have been over-assessed. The less said of the high- 
handedness of the assessors, the better. It is well known 
that traders‘in this country,.as'a rule, have small incomes, 
are involved in debt, and have to support large families. 
On the other hand, the news of the contemplated reduction 
of public expenditure has cansed uneasiness among native 
Government servants. As it is, their condition is far from 
satisfactory. They get small pay, while they have to support 
not only their own families but also their other poor relatives. 
Dismissals of low-paid natives would reduce their families to 
starvation, while no appreciable saving would be effected. 
The Mufid-i-Am concurs in the economical measures recom- 
mended by the Nas{m-i-Agra, of the 30th May, and proposes 
that, in the event of an outbreak of hostilities with Russia, 
an appeal should be made to the higher classes of the commu- 
nity for aid. Just as Seth Gokaldas has offered to contri- 
bute two lakhs of rupees towards the war expenses, other 
well-to-do persons would be ready to help Government. All 
nazl lands and buildings should be sold, every kind of ex- 
penditure curtailed, and all sorts of public revenue, including 
Municipal funds, devoted to the payment of the cost of the 
war. The Public Works Department should be entirely abo- 
lished, and pensions exceeding Rs. 100 a month reduced * 


per cent. 


The Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind. (Lahore), of the. 6th June, say® 
Increase of violent that there has lately beem a consider~ 
— able increase in violent crime, not only 
in the Panjab. but also in other provinces. Henes it is neces” : 
sary to improve the efficiency of the police department,’ 
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police officials, in order that educated and respectable persons 
may be induced to enter the police service. | In: view'of the. 
imaginary danger of a Russian invasion three and a half krors: 
of rupees will be spent in military preparations tothe end of July 
next, while the Government of India has not yet sanctioned 
Colonel Ewart’s scheme for the organization of a detective 
police force, which was submitted ten months ago and which 
would involve only an additional expenditure of one lakh of 
rupees a year. The occurrence of so many murders in Lahore 

and its neighbourhood in so short a time shows the existence 
ofan organized gang of robbers in that town,. The inhabi- 
tants of Lahore are really struck with terror. There should 
be no further delay in sanctioning Colonel Ewart's scheme, 


* 


and the Commissioner of Peshawar should be empowered, in 
accordance with his request, to prevent the entrance of Afridis, 
Shanwaris, and other criminal frontier ttibes into British 


territory. 


A correspondent of the same paper argues that the 
increase of civil litigation is in no 
small degree due to the existence of 
professional witnesses. The writer thinks that no less than 
‘0 per cent of witnesses, who attend courts of justice, 
come under this class. Officers are quite alive to the evil, but 


in the present state of the law they cannot do much to 
check it. 


Professional witnesses. 


A correspondent of the Rafiq-i-Hind (Lahore), of ‘the 
Seale of pay for hospital 18th June, refers to the arduous and 
oe. responsible duties of hospital assistants 
and to their liability to be sent for service in any part of the 
world, but regrets to say that the scale of pay fixed for them 


is too low, An hospital assistant can rise only to Rs. 40a 


month after 15 years’ service, while a native soldier, who 


Fiaay the army on Rs, 7 a month, may. rise to'Rs, 150° © 
uring that period, ee eo ee 
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The Aftdb-i-Panjab (Lahore), of the 10th J une, adverting 

Lan gta  ¢ to the rumonr. as to the intention of 

lémér garden and the royal Government to sell nazi buildings, 
Se condemns the measure. The money 
derived from the sale of such buildings would be small, while the 
measure would give birth to mischievous rumours among igno- 
rant persons. The Aftdéb enters its strong protest against the 
proposed sale of the Shaldmfr garden at Lahore, and argues 
that such a placdshould never be allowed to pass into the hands 
of a private individual. (The Mitra Vilas, Lahore, of the 8th 
June, observes that the rumour regarding the proposed sale 
of the Shal4mar garden and the royal mosque «at Lahore has 
created quite a sensation in that town. The Najmu-l-Akhbdr, 


Etaéwah, of the 12th June, strongly condemns the sale of the 
two public buildings.) 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 6th June, the Reformer 


Proposed extension of (J,ahore), of the 13th June, and the 
the Vaccination Act to . 


Lahore. Ghamkhwdr-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 6th 
June, remonstrate against the introduction of compulsory 
vaccination into Lahore. 


The Ajftdb-t-Fanjdb (Lahore), of the 8th June, is glad to 
: state that Sir Charles Aitchison has 
Dr. Leitner. , 

: written to the Government of India 
recommending the grant of a yearly pension of £1,000 to Dr. 
Leitner or his elevation to a Directorship of Public Instruc- 
tion in some province ; and remarks thatjhis services to Gov- 
ernment and the public are réally deserving of such recognition. 
His memory will always be cherished with gratitude by the 
Panjabis for the many benefits he has bestowed on them. - 

The Akhbdr-i-Alam (Meerut), of the 9th June, after 
seat pointing out that the use of Obinda 
soon ruins the health of the consumer, 


and is also responsible for a great deal of’ crim, is 
that the Government has not yet dono anyth 
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In Meerut, persons who first obtained Ficonses for the ‘silo of | 
chindé, paid 10 annas a ‘day in alf to Government for the 
ences, But now the income from the grant of such. licen- 
ces amounts to Rs. 8a day. This shows the increase that 
has already taken place in the consumption of that vile drug. 
The Alam recommends the stoppage of the licenses and the 
prohibition of the sale of the drug. | 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), of. the 10th June, 
_ regrets to say that complaints published 

in native newspapers against the police 
and other Government officials lead to no good results, 
evidently because such: complaints are not brought to the 
notice of the Government or the Government is readily satis- 
fied with the explanations of the officials concerned. »The 
Government would do well to call upon an. editor himself 
to prove his complaints or inquire into their truth from 
respectable’ inhabitants of the place to which they refer. The 
Samdchdr would fully expose the secret illegat proceedings 
of the local police; but the editor is afraid that he would 
incur their displeasure and might be ill-treated by them like 
the editor of the Hindt Pradtp. 


rece and the press. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Gonda, - 
regrets to say that, although Undh has 
long been placed under the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces, Act XIX of 1868 
(The Oudh Rent Act) which allows unjust ejectments: of 
tenants from their old holdings, has not yet been amended. 


No tenant who regularly pays his rent in time should be 
ejected, 


Oudh Rent Act. 


A correspondent of the Qaisart (J allandar), of the 13th 
Superintendents of Post- June, argues that Superintendents ee 
offices in the Panjab. of Post-offices -in the Panjab : drew | 
handsome salaries but have little to:'do. The Inspectors | 
Would gladly take up their work in addition to their oy : 
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wae 8 


duties if they were given a ‘suitable increase - pay and an 
additional clerk. wae 


LOCAL | 
The Wagdya-i-Alam (Ghézipur), of the 8th June, com-— 
plains that the steamer service esta- 
blished by the Railway Company at 
the ferry at Gh4zipur is not sufficient for the requirements of 
the traffic. As the steamér crosses the river at fixed times 
during the day, the people have to wait long at the ferry. 
Many persons are often left behind by the steamer for want of 
accommodation. The inconvenience to which poor villagers, 
who bring small quantities of fuel to the city for sale every 
day, are exposed by the present unsatisfactory management 
of this ferry, may be easily imagined. ‘There should be also 
some boats at the ferry, in order that the people may be car- 
ried across the river at any time of the day without delay. 


The Najmu-l-Hind (Moradabad), of the 31st May, re- 
ceived on the 10th June, in its local 
news column, says that one rail- 
way train arrives at Moradabad at 1 a.m. and another at 
8-30 a. m. The incoming passengers by these trains are 
in danger of being waylaid and robbed by thieves on their way 
to the city. Hence arrangements should be made for light- 
ing the road between the railway-station and Cliftordganj at 
night. New lamps having been lately provided for the city, 
the old ones might be utilized with advantage for the station 
road. Moshover, the police-station at Dindarpura should be 
removed from that place and established at a suitable place 


Ferry at Ghazipur. 


Station road, Moradabad, 


on the road in question. 
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